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Apple appears to have reversed course in Japan on its main feature of the iPad 3G: It won't offer a usable version with a different mobile carrier there. All Japanese models will be SIM locked to Softbank Mobile, Apple's iPhone partner in Japan, Apple said late Monday. The company confirmed the
presence of the SIM key but could not immediately explain why it imposed the restrictions in Japan.The decision flew in the face of a promise made by Apple CEO Steve Jobs in January when the iPad was first announced. All iPad 3G models are unlocked, he said of international models. The news from
Japan sparked a flood of criticism on micro-blogging site Twitter. Users who have tweeted excitement as they place an order then use the service to vent their frustrations at Apple and Softbank.Sim lock issues can strain the relationship between carriers and Apple users. Some local iPhone users have
previously been critical of Softbank Mobile for its data network, which users say is sometimes slow, and because carriers do not support tethering iPhones to PCs. SIM locking is common in Japan, where all phones are locked to the carrier where they were purchased. Unlocking is not offered by network
operators and third-party unlocking services are difficult to find. Pressure is being built to stop the lockout practice. The government has suggested it might ban it. Operators have reacted with opposition to the proposal, on the grounds that the lockouts allow them to subsidize the cost of mobile phones.
However, with iPad prices seemingly equivalent to those charged outside Japan, where the iPad will not be subsidized by carriers, so the lockout appears to be a simple restriction to stop iPad users switching to other WCDMA network carriers, NTT DoCoMo.Softbank and Apple began accepting orders
for the iPad on Monday ahead of its launch on May 28. Japan is one of nine countries where the iPad will go on sale that day. Note: When you buy something after clicking on a link in our article, we may earn a small commission. Read our affiliate link policy for more details. By Nick Grimes The customer
identity module, or SIM, card is a small card on your phone that provides its network ID to the mobile phone. It is a SIM card that allows the phone to be locked and unlocked for individual use and provides the network service provider with the information necessary to allow the phone to function on the
network. If your phone or SIM card is damaged or not working, it may be necessary to retrieve the SIM card number before a support representative can assist you in fixing the problem. Turn off the phone. This important step ensures that no data will be lost when the battery and SIM card are removed.
Open the phone's battery compartment. Release carefully to reveal the SIM card in a small compartment. This may be held with a removable metal clip. Gently remove SIM remove the metal clip if necessary. Do not force any part of the SIM card or mobile phone. The SIM card will slide or lift out with a
little force. Check the back of the SIM card. The front of the card will have a gold metal chip; avoid touching this side. The back of the card will have a 20-digit number printed on the card. Here's his driver's license number. Write down the number. Change the SIM card when you find it. Take care to
replace the card in the same way as you find it, using a small indent angle as a guide. If you change the SIM card correctly, you do not need to force the card. Replace the battery in the same way as you find it, making sure the metal contacts are set flush with the phone's point of contact. Again, the
battery should fit comfortably when it has been placed correctly. Replace your phone's battery cover. Now it's safe to turn on the phone. Let's not fool ourselves here: Apple's iPad show is so boring. You only know it's going to be an anticlimax when Craig Federighi forces us to sit through the 30-plus
minutes of iOS and OS X news before Tim Cook is allowed to unveil - a big surprise - the thinner and lighter iPad Air 2, and the sniveling footnote that is the iPad Mini 3. In fact, there is one interesting feature of the new iPad - but it is relegated to a page on Apple's website, rather than being shown on
stage. It's called an Apple SIM, and it's a humble - if somewhat annoying - death node of a SIM card. Apple always has it for SIM cards. Since the first iPhone, which uses a paperclip-inctuated SIM holder, Apple has shown that it won't be seen by clunky, old, or slow-moving technology that has no direct
control over it. With the original iPad, Apple was the first major device maker to move to a smaller micro-SIM (3FF) standard - and in 2012, Apple forced through a new nano-SIM (4FF) and re-marketed it with the iPhone 5. Even now in 2014, the evolution of GSM SIM cards. It's hard to believe that the
driver's license was originally a piece of credit card-sized plastic. Shown here, from left to right, are standard SIM (1FF), mini (2FF), micro (3FF), and nano (4FF). In each successive case, it's always about making Apple products smaller, thinner, and lighter than competitors. SIM cards, with fixed
dimensions and removable trays, are a direct design limitation. There is no way around it: As it stands, you cannot make the device thinner than the SIM card tray, and a large amount of design and manufacturing time should be invested to place the SIM slot (both on the logic board and externally on the
chassis) and ensure it is reliable. The moving part is the ban on industrial design. Read: The second secret operating system that could make any phone insecureIs an alternative to cards of course: embedded driver's license. Instead of including a removable SIM card and tray mechanism, manufacturers
can card permanently to the device. This not only eliminates the need for a SIM card tray, but also allows the SIM itself to be reduced to just a small chip on the logic board (in fact there is not much in the SIM card, but because it has to be held by an awkward human hand they cannot shrink much further
than the nano form factor). Back in 2012, when ETSI started working on embedded SIM, Apple showed a clear interest in the new standard - and I wouldn't be surprised to see the debut of the iPhone 7 or iPad Air 3 without a discrete SIM card.iPad Air 2, showing the selection screen of its new Apple SIM
carrierFor now, Apple has the next best thing: Apple SIM. In the US and UK, LTE versions of iPad Air 2 and iPad Mini 3 will come with a reprogrammed SIM card — called Apple SIM — that can switch to a different carrier via the Settings menu in iOS. In theory, this allows you to switch between
AT&amp;AMP; T you and maybe the T-Mobile prepaid deal, to get the best of both worlds. In the future, when Apple SIM is definitely launched to the iPhone (maybe the iPhone 7) maybe you will be able to open Settings and choose one carrier for cheap international calls, and then switch back to your
main carrier for data. And of course, when you travel, rather than having to hunt down a local SIM card, Apple SIM will allow you to easily use your local carrier for data and cheap calls. Before the iPhone, it was all about removing the battery to insert a SIM card - an obstacle that Apple didn't want to
adhere to the software-programmable SIM Concept was certainly very cool, and much more revolutionary than the new gold color option or the inclusion of a Touch ID sensor last year. The problem, of course, is that Apple's current SIM is clearly just a point of direction towards a future in which SIM cards
are removed from the equation entirely. It may be the iPhone 6S, or maybe the iPhone 7, but eventually Apple will move away with a physical SIM card and tray, replacing it with a small chip on the logic board and a SIM/carrier selection screen on iOS. If Apple is doing it right and includes every carrier
and MVNO you might want to use, then we needn't worry - in fact, it really sounds like a better solution than the slot on the new SIM card. However, if Apple gives some kind of control over Apple's SIM, or somehow tardy or limits the addition of carriers to the selection screen, then you may soon find
yourself lamenting the death of a SIM card — in the end, that's exactly what happened. Apple has forced the standard implementation of smaller and smaller SIM cards with the success of the iPhone and iPad, and I see no reason why it will stop with nano-SIM. If Apple turns off the SIM card, then other
device makers will definitely follow suit. Now read: Ive Apple says copycat design is theft and laziness, not a source of flattery: Christine Romero-Chan/iMore All phones, including yours and iPad cellular, requires a customer identity module (SIM) card to use cellular service on GSM and some CDMA
networks. With the new Nano-SIM that mobile phones currently use, CDMA devices can connect to GSM networks while roaming, which is useful if you travel a lot. When you purchase a new iPhone 12 or Wi-Fi + Cellular iPad, it must be equipped with a SIM card for you to use with the cellular provider of
your choice. If you purchased it as an unlocked device, or if it doesn't come with a SIM card, you can usually buy it from a store that provides a cellular service plan. Usually, a SIM card can be transferred from device to device, so if your iPhone becomes usable, you just have to take the SIM card from
the tray and send it to another device and still be able to make calls and send SMS. But did you know that you can also set up a SIM PIN with iOS 12 and later so that every time you restart your device or remove the SIM card, the SIM card is locked and cannot be used until you enter the SIM PIN? This is
done to prevent others from picking up your SIM card and using it for phone calls or mobile data. How to set your SIM PIN Go to Settings on your iPhone or iPad. Tap Cellular. Source: iMore Find the SIM PIN and tap it. Switch the SIM PIN to ON. Enter your current SIM PIN if it was activated earlier. Enter
a new SIM PIN, and make sure you remember it. Source: your iMore can always go back and change the SIM PIN to something else, but you need to enter the old one first (if set). How to remove the SIM card tray on iPhone If you need to switch devices or SIM cards, here's how to eject an existing one:
Insert a paper clip or SIM ejected device (the old iPhone is always included with this) into the small hole of the SIM card tray. It was found on the right side of your iPhone. Press the paper clip or SIM eject tool firmly into the hole. The tray should now take out from the side, and you can remove it with your
fingers. Source: iMore Remove old SIM card. Place the new SIM card into the tray. Angles determine the exact orientation. Put the tray back in your iPhone until it's doused with sides. How to remove a SIM card on your iPhone or iPad Protect your SIM card SIM card Is an important part of keeping us
connected, and we don't want them to fall into the wrong hands. Adding a SIM PIN is a great way to make sure that no one can pick up your SIM card and use it as their own, so it helps give you peace of mind. Be sure to remember that SIM PIN, because otherwise you can lock yourself away from your
own phone! The iPhone 12 comes with the A14 Bionic, which is Apple's newest silicon chip. You also get a sharp OLED display, a powerful new, 5G, and beautiful new colors to choose from. Updated October 2020: Updated for iPhone 12. We can earn commissions for purchases using our links. Learn
more. More. More.
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